MEDICINE
this patient's chest. No, no, doctor ! Put up your
stethoscope. What is the classical procedure for an
examination ? Inspection, Palpation, Percussion,
Now what does Inspection bring to light ? Use your
eyes, gentlemen, use your eyes. Observe the great
barrel-shaped, useless chest. Picture to yourselves
the * stretching out' of the alveolae within until its
surface for internal respiration is reduced. And listen
to its hyper-resonance as I percuss."
With a stethoscope of white wood which might
have been the caduceus of the Conductor of the
Dead he hit the loudly resounding chest. "That is
what comes from playing a wind instrument. Over-
strain in the athletic field may be considered as
another of the predisposing factors in alveolar ectasia.
Now tell the class, my good man, what kind of a wind
instrument did you play ?"
" A concertina 1"
The atmosphere was awkward to say the least
about it. But what sort of an ungrateful fool was the
patient ? One of those who could not co-operate
with his physician and therefore precluded cure,
" Blow, blow, thou winter wind 1"
I tried to escape from the uncomfortable atmo-
sphere. Not wishing to be seen and possibly con-
nected with the Professor's debacle, I wandered into
the Women's Ward. But I was trapped as I lingered
by the bed of a good-looking young girl, wondering
what was wrong with her.
"Nurse, take up those bed-clothes." A sharp
command ! " There is a right way and a wrong
way of exposing a female patient for examination.
You can have the clothes turned down from the top
or raised from below. It is neither necessary nor
decent to expose a young woman to the gaze of twenty
men." He consulted the chart.
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